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@ A method and apparatus providing for the inter- 
action of processes in an object-oriented nnanner by 
which a system manages "classes" of data in- 
stances and applications rather than managing the 
data itself. The names of classes may be stored in a 
data base which also contains other information 
about the classes, such as certain common at- 
tributes of applications or instances which are sup- 
ported by the classes. Applications can remotely 
invoke other applications by sending messages with 
parameters. Using the message names, as well as 
information about the classes of certain parameters 
and certain preference information, a reference to a 
specific method is selected from the data base. That 
method will perform the operation specified in the 
message. Other information in the data base is then 
used to locate and execute the actual code to imple- 
ment the referenced method. 
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